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Oxford University Press. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, South Sea Tales, Robert Louis
Stevenson, Roslyn Jolly, The literary world was shocked when in 1889, at the height of his career, Robert Louis
Stevenson announced his intention to settle permanently on the Pacific island of Samoa. His readers were
equally shocked when he began to use the subject material offered by his new environment, not to promote a
romance of empire, but to produce some of the most ironic and critical treatments of imperialism in
nineteenth-century fiction. In these stories, as in his work generally, Stevenson shows himself to be a virtuoso of
narrative styles: his Pacific fiction includes the domestic realism of 'The Beach at Falese, the folktale plots of
'The Bottle Imp' and 'The Isle of Voices', and the modernist blending of naturalism and symbolism in The Ebb-
Tide. But beyond their generic diversity the stories are linked by their concern with representing the multiracial
society of which their author had become a member. In this collection - the first to bring together all his shorter
Pacific fiction in one volume - Stevenson emerges as a witness both to the cross- cultural encounters of
nineteenth-century imperialism and to the creation of the global culture which characterizes the post-colonial
world. ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range of
literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much
more.
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