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and wisely discharge the responsibility of regulating commerce, state and interstate, to bring railways back and
hold them to their legitimate business as common carriers, is the most important work in the government of
this republic for this generation of man. If the great railway corporations of the country are using their
unlimited power without abusing it, if they are transporting the commerce of the country at reasonable rates,
with fairness to the general public, with a just regard to the rights of individuals, and without favoritism to
places and persons, then they might justly regard government control and regulation as unnecessary and
meddlesome interference. If, however, the public is suffering serious wrong, if there are far-reaching abuses in
the transportation of its commerce, if the railway companies are not only carrying the commerce of the
country but controlling the commerce of the country, determining where it shall be massed, where the markets
shall be located, and their control; if they are discriminating in favor of the large shipper, creating and
fostering industrial and commercial monopoly, then there rests upon the several state legislatures and upon
congress an obligation to act, and to act at once, with all the determination and patriotism commensurate with
the duty to preserve government itself. Capital and labor, wherever employed in the creation of wealth, -
whether in mining, or in manufacturing, or in agriculture, - in short, material production, in every field of
human activity, is absolutely dependent upon transportation. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction...
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