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own original contributions. The De Triangulis was the first
European trigonometry as such, and it was the book that did as
much as any other one influence to bring about the renaissance
of mathematical activity in Europe. Based on all the significant
work that had previously been done, De Triangulis nevertheless
treats the subject differently from any of the sources and in a
highly satisfactory form. Other Europeans before
Regiomontanus had worked on one phase or another of
trigonometry, and indeed Vieta (1540-1603) had made
considerable use of the branch known now as goniometry.
Rheticus (1514-76) had even suggested the advisability of
considering the trigonometric functions as ratios. But to
Regiomontanus belongs the honor of a first complete scientific
treatment in the Western world. Pitiscus 0561-1613) was the first
to use the word trigonometry as the title of a book (in 1595).
After Regiomontanus,...
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