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abstract: The approach of this paper is it to present the
Mennonite Low German dialect and to develop an easily
intelligible orthography for the mentioned dialect. In the first
point the roots of the Low German dialect under examination
are highlighted and it is shown that it belongs to the same
family as the English language. Both varieties belong to the
Indo-European languages or, more precisely, to its West-
Germanic branch. Then, point two explains where the term
Mennonite Low German comes from by unrolling the history of
the Mennonites, their moves and their linguistic history. In
terms of definition there is a further question that has to be
tackled, namely whether Mennonite Low German is a language
or a dialect. This question will be discussed in point three,
bearing in mind the four criteria Petyt names to decide
whether a variety is a...
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