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indexed. Not illustrated. 1902 Excerpt: .conveyance or delivery within the colony. An inclusive charge of 6d. was
proposed, and by 1857 had been universally adopted. Cheap rates for books were introduced at the same time.
But in 1861 a reaction set in. The authorities became alarmed at the loss on the packet service, the cost of
which, they held, should be covered by the postage. Accordingly in 1862 the postage to the Cape and the West
Indies was raised to is. the half-ounce, and a similar increase took place in other cases. In 1874 the great
international Federation of Post Offices, known as the Postal Union, was founded; and during the next few years
most of the British Colonies, with the exception of those in Australasia and South Africa, became members of
the Union. A reduction of postage was the result of this measure. Within a short time the rate per half-ounce to
and from Canada and Newfoundland became 2 Ad., to and from India and the Eastern Colonies 5d., and to and
from the Cape and Australia 6d. At last in 1891 uniformity of postage was again secured, the rate of 2 d. the
half-ounce being applied to letters sent from the United Kingdom to any other part of the Empire. Seven years
later came a further change. At a conference held in London in the autumn of 1898 between representatives of
the Home Government and the Colonies it was determined to adopt, as far as practicable, the rate of...
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