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historical point of view He has judged him as he might if he was
living his next door neighbor and finds him a gigantic
impersonation of conceit; as if, forsooth, he had himself
invented all that tremendous machinery of hell pains and
purgatory--the remorseless system of pains and penalties of the
Inferno. This is not a subject, however, to be discussed in a
paragraph: it is worthy of a full and mature examination. The
evidence of Hunt tells truth somewhere, and though it may be
unjust to Dante, may be true to this generation. With Ariosto,
Tasso and Boiardo, Hunt is on ground more congenial to him.
This work, we predict, will long be a standard and be read like
Johnson s Lives of the English Poets. It is impossible here even to
speak briefly of the successive volumes of the Library of Choice...
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