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illustrated. 1810 Excerpt: . . . shillings eight pence and two farthings, for instance, it is customary to write it in
this way 6sh. 8d, because four farthings forming one penny, two farthings must be one half of a penny: and five
shillings and nine-pence three-farthings would be written 5sh. 9id. In this mode of representing a fraction the
number under the line is termed the Denominator, because it denotes the number of parts into which the unit
or integer is divided; and the number above the line is termed the Numerator, because it shows how many of
such parts are contained in the given fraction. In working with fractions it often happens that we obtain
fractional numbers of which the numerator isgreatef than the denominator, as, or five quarters of a yard: this
however is not properly a fraction, but rather a mode of representing a number composed of an integer and a
fraction, as yard, that is one yard and one quarter: and the value of such an improper fraction is obtained by
dividing the numerator by the denominator. In the same manner Z is a way of expressing 5and is obtained by
multiplying the integer by the denominator of the fractional part, and to the product adding the given
numerator. Fractions of the same real value may be expressed in various ways according to the number of
parts into which the integer is supposed to be divided: thus one-half, twofourths, three-sixths, five-tenths, all
equally express the same fraction of...
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